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FCC Order August Effective Date

By now, you have probably heard (see my email from 7/27) that the consortium of governments was unsuccessful in obtaining a stay of the Order in court.  Accordingly, the Order, as applied to incumbent telcos, will go into effect any day now.  The legal consortium is debating whether to request a stay of the Order from the FCC while the appeal to the Order works it way through the legal system.  For your information, I have posted a copy of the appeal on the WATOA website at www.watoa.org, and then clicking Documents.  The FCC is scheduled to issue its Further Notice, as relates to incumbent cable operators, later in August and we’ll keep you posted on that.  For additional information on the Order, please go to www.natoa.org.
Briefly, the Order would require that if a telco is currently in your right-of-way and they apply for a new franchise using the FCC’s new standard “form,” your jurisdiction must make a decision to grant or deny within 90 days.  You may apply “reasonable” buildout standards, which we think is encouraging.  You may also choose to develop your own standard application that any new entrant would need to complete in addition to the FCC rules below.  Seattle recently developed a template, based on an Oregon model, which you may view at www.seattle.gov/cable.
Here’s what comprises your new standard franchise application form: 47 CFR 76.41(b) requires a competitive franchise applicant to include the following information in writing in its franchise application, in addition to any information required by applicable state and local laws:

(1) the applicant’s name;

(2) the names of the applicant’s officers and directors;

(3) the business address of the applicant;

(4) the name and contact information of a designated contact for the applicant;

(5) a description of the geographic area that the applicant proposes to serve;

(6) the PEG
 channel capacity and capital support proposed by the applicant;

(7) the term of the agreement proposed by the applicant;

(8) whether the applicant holds an existing authorization to access the public rights-of-way in the subject franchise service area; 

(9) the amount of the franchise fee the applicant offers to pay; and

(10) any additional information required by applicable state or local laws.  

Brian Wilson Scholarship Awarded
Your WATOA board is pleased to announce that the 2007 recipient of the Wilson Scholarship is Jon Funfar with the City of Enumclaw.  Jon joins past recipients Marie Stake (Woodinville) and Judy Devall (Toppenish), for jurisdictions with fewer than 5000 subscribers.
WATOA (and OATOA) Reception at NATOA 

And speaking of the Portland NATOA conference, WATOA and OATOA are hosting a Northwest Reception on Tuesday evening, October 2.  We’d love to have a big Washington presence, so please make sure to check the box on the registration form to let them know you’ll be coming.  Thanks to Immediate Past President Judy Devall, WATOA will be contributing Washington wines (and a variety of beers) to the event.  For those fortunate enough to have attended the Yakima workshop, we may even have the WATOA label on the wine bottles again!  The early bird registration for the October 2-6 conference is August 10.  You can also sign up for just a couple of days if you can’t make the whole thing.  To download a registration form, please go to www.natoa.org and then clicking on the Conferences/Events link.  We’ll also have a WATOA general membership meeting at the conference, and I hope to see you all there.
Nominating Committee and Nominations for Board Members and Officers

Under the terms of the amendments to the by laws adopted at the general membership meeting in June, the President is to appoint a nominating committee in August.  To that end, if you are interested in serving on the committee, please let me or Chas Hilton know.  It’s a fairly easy commitment, as your work is pretty time limited by the requirement to have the slate prepared prior to the October meeting at the annual conference.  Also, if you’re interested in serving on the board as an officer or regional representative, please let Chas Hilton or me know.
Workshop Compliment
As those of us who attended the June workshop know, Ross Davis and Marc Pease did a fantastic job presenting a wealth of information about programming and available content.  Evidently, we weren’t the only ones who thought so, as Marc and Ross were invited to present the information to a group of north Sound cities.  Bravo WATOA’s Marc and Ross.

Statewide Franchising

We hear that, despite a poor showing in Olympia this year, the telcos are planning on promoting a statewide franchising bill again in 2008.  It is important for us local government people to meet with our state representatives over the summer to educate them on the importance of local franchising.  To this end, I am attaching a brochure with speaking points that you can use in conversations with them, and/or that you can leave with them.  I can tell you that when we testified in Olympia, Sen. Honeyford literally sat up when Judy Devall explained the amount of revenue that could be lost and what services would be curtailed in her towns.  Another point that has really struck home is that redlining is inevitable if there is no build out requirement.
Current Senate committee members include Eric Poulsen (D-34th W. Seattle, Vashon, Burien); Phil Rockefeller (D-23 – Bainbridge, Kitsap); Jim Honeyford (R-15, Yakima, Zillah, Toppenish); Jerome Delvin (R-8 Kennewick, Ricland, Prosser); Karen Fraser (D-22  Olympia, Tumwater); Janea Holmquist (R-13 Moses Lake, Yakima); Chris Marr (D-6 Spokane area); Bob Morton (R-7 Okanogan, Colville); Eric Oemig (D-45 Woodinville, Kirkland, Redmond); Craig Pridemore (D-49 Vancouver); Debbie Regala (D-27 Tacoma. Fife); Jean Kohl-Welles (D-36 Seattle); Derek Kilmer (D-26 Port Orchard, Bremerton, Pierce & Kitsap Co.).  Please try to make an appointment to chat them up prior to November elections.






