WATOA Teleconference Board Meeting Minutes

--FINAL--
May 10, 2006  1:30 – 3 pm

Present: Judy D., Chas H, Bruce R., Jill N., Randy B., Marie S. (Deborah Knight/Woodinville) (No quorum)
April 28 Workshop – Debrief (All)
· Attendee comments:  overall positive comments on workshop (Attachment A)
· $2200 generated in registrations plus (+) $400 pending payments minus (-) $650 for catering = $2000 net
· Requests for Petra Redchuck’s presentation (Judy to follow up)

· Speakers will be encouraged to become WATOA associate members

Financial Update:  Chas Hilton
                                $10,325.25     balance
                                       400.00    deposit

                                   $10,725.25     new balance
No scholarship applications received as of yet.  Deadline 5/31/06
Fall Workshop – Randy Beehler (Attachment B)

· Proposed conference 1- ¾ days, Oct 7-8 (Sat/Sun) or thereabouts

· Community festival that weekend may attract attendees

· Propose a late start on first day for travel times

· All to check with fellow WATOA members about dates.

Nominating Committee

· Volunteers needed to serve on committee

· Chris J nominated (in abstentia) to chair committee with help from Chas & Carol

Newsletter – Judy Devall

· Topics: federal actions and legislative news, review of April workshop (include photos), update on Franchise Agreements
NEW BUSINESS

Legislative Update
· Michael Daum legislative aid to Sen. Cantwell: Door may be open with Sen. To change position on national franchise, net neutrality & municipal interests

· 10-12 days to respond

· Review Title III pg. 73-79

· “Stevens” Bill & COPE Bill – decision timeline too short

· Pennsylvania Legislation

· Judy & David to work on letter to Sen. Cantwell

· National Franchise template

· 30 days too short

· COPE bill to restrictive

· Partial adoption is a problem.  E911 only

· Strange bed fellows for PEG access

· NRA & Christian Coalition

· Other grass root groups – save the Internet (Net Neutrality)

· Cities send copies of Cantwell letter to legislative delegation

· Identify key issues for state reps

· WAOTA meet with Victoria Lincoln (AWC), lunch for key reps & senators at central location.  Connect with Victoria on 5/23 for June meeting with state reps. AWC conference in June.  (Jill N. to follow up)
TO DO LIST

· Press Release (on hold for further development)
· Review Stevens & COPE bills (all).  Comments to Judy by 5/16

· Bullet points (Judy)

· Letter to legislators by 5/22 (Judy & David).  Email on 5/22 with hard copy to follow.

· Comments on Oct. conference to Randy 

· Victoria Lincoln: Judy or Jill to contact about legislative lunch

Adjourned:  3:00 p.m. pm

Remember to inform people about the Brian Wilson Memorial Scholarship.  Deadline to submit is May 31st.  NATOA is also offering a scholarship, visit www.natoa.org 
Attachments

A:
comments from 4/28/06 workshop

B:
proposed outline for Oct. conference

ATTACHMENT A

WATOA Workshop Evaluation Responses

10-11:00 am  Victoria shared history relating to the evolving issues of today was very  

                       informative, very good.  Very valuable

                       Victoria did a good job of giving us an overview of what AWC does and 

                       what we can do to get the ear of the electeds

                       Victoria gave a lot of useful suggestions

                       Victoria very helpful, please add *definition of gross revenues, customer 

                       service, IT related to public safety of 5 issues to discuss

11:00 – 12:00 pm   Interesting, informative

                               Nice job of presenting info re: NLC and updates on fed legislation 

                               currently pending

                               Jim was very educational. Very personable

                               Also helpful

1:00-2:00 pm  Would like a copy of Petra’s presentation

                        Both Charter and Comcast gave new, interesting information

                        Enjoyed the candid analysis.  Gave me perspective that cable companies 

                        are allies, but to a point.

                        Charter, factual and interesting not so related to my city.  Luppold, 

                        informational straight forward as usual, but the trashing of NATOA 

                       roundtable was disappointing

                       Would like a copy of the pitch from Charter

2:00-2:30 pm  Inslee shared very valuable information, he currently standing by bill

                        Nice having Inslee speak, although it was coming from both sides of his 

                        mouth

                        Congressman Inslee did not say all that I wanted to hear but seemed 

                       Sincere

                       Disappointed that he thinks it needs to be federally legislated, awesome 

                       that he came

Round table Discussion

General Membership Meeting
                      Good dialogue.  Too bad more people didn’t stick around
                      Good

2.   Do you have any questions or would like information that was not presented at this      workshop?  

                    How to lobby

                    Great job thank you

3.   Would you attend a conference in late September or early October?  What topics would you like a conference or workshop to focus on?   What city in Washington would you like to see a conference located?

              Yes.  Eastern Washington

              Yes.  More on what we will do if legislation does not go our way

              Yes, updates on legislative topics and new technology, panel on lobbying

              Yes, of course.  I like the Westside of the state, but maybe it’d be fair to hold it 

             on the eastside, maybe Walla Walla for wine season
Would you be interested in presenting at a future workshop?  If so, what subject or topics?

Would you be interested in serving on the WATOA Board of Directors?

Yes, if needed.

Other Comments:

Very good workshop.  Kudos to Marie and Jill and Chas

Every session was informative and essential.  The team that assembled this line up can be very proud!

Nummy lunches

(approved 6/14/06)

ATTACHMENT B

WATOA 2006 Fall Conference

Preliminary Agenda

Day 1
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 Session 1 – Overview of Federal/State Telecom Legislation
1 hour
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 Session 2 – Cable Industry Perspective on Legislation
1 hour
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 Lunch
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 Session 3 – Independent ISP Perspective on  Legislation
1 hour
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 Session 4 – Telco Industry Perspective on Legislation
1 hour
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 Break
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 Session 5 – Telco New Technology/Services & Roll-Out 
1 hour


 Plans for Washington State
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 WATOA Annual Meeting/Board Meeting
1 hour
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 Reception/Dinner

Day 2
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 Session 6 – NATOA/WATOA Lobbying Activities Update
1.5 hours
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 Session 7 – Learning To Lobby
1hour
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 Lunch On Your Own
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 Session 8 – The View From D.C. (members or member reps)
1.5 hours
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 Session 9 – The View From Olympia 
1 hour
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 Session 10 – Where Do We Go From Here? 
1 hour

