MINUTES OF WATOA EXECUTIVE BOARD

May 18, 2004

Participating: Marlene Feist, David Kerr, Chuck Lare, Jill Novik, Carol Mathewson, Judy Devall, Jon Funfar, Chas Hilton Lon Hurd, Dea Drake, Jim Baird, Donna Mason Excused: Tony Perez, Lynne Masters
1. President Carol Mathewson convened the meeting at 1:39 p.m.
2. April 6, 2004 Minutes: Minutes were approved as amended to include that Chas Hilton participated.
3. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer David Kerr reported that there is no material change this month.  Carol noted that the conference brought in $950, with $700 in new member dues.  Brochures and notebooks were donated by Tacoma.
4. Committee Reports: Legislative – Chas talked to Victoria Lincoln about participating at the AWC conference.  Apparently, the conference is different this year, with one very short period for vendor booths to be open.  Chas sought for and got agreement that it is not worthwhile to spend the $275 to staff a booth for that little exposure.  He also noted that it is too late for a WATOA representative to get on the conference agenda.
    Membership – Carol reported that Chris will join the call in May with an update to talk about the membership brochure.  Action: Send a letter to AWC requesting participation in next year’s conference.  
Membership: no report as neither Janice nor Chris is on the call.
5. Old Business  April 28 workshop: The workshop was well received and three new members (22% increase) signed up.  Carol thanked Marc, John, Chris, Theresa, and Laura.
Eastern Washington workshop: Judy reported that the workshop is set for October 7 from 9-4, with a social hour afterwards and a chapter meeting on October 8.  If it is acceptable to people, it will be held at the Legends Casino in Toppenish, with the Red Lion or Oxford Suites as nearby hotels.  Possible tracks include Eastern Washington Technology, PUD’s, wireless, economic revitalization, franchise negotiations, content sources, PEG, and Spokane Wi-Fi.  It was agreed to have two tracks running at the same time.  Action: Have an Eastern Washington conference on October 7 at the location stated.
Jill reported that she had spoken with Lynne about a conference in Walla Walla, which could be available next spring.  The committee agreed to check with Lynne and get details to board members.

Scholarship to NATOA Conference: With Tony’s absence, there was no report. 
6. 
New Business: Dea noted waiting until October to have the membership meeting and having it so far away from could be problematic.  She suggested having a summer quarterly meeting on the west side in late June or early July.  Action: It was agreed to have a lunch meeting at the new South Sound access station from 10-2 during the time period noted.  
S150: Chas summarized that the moratorium on Internet taxation was extended for the next two years.  

WATOA-Comcast PEG Summit: Donna is working with Debby Luppold on a session on the future of PEG and Comcast’s willingness to support it.  Carol will check with Donna and update people.
Monthly meetings:  The next WATOA Board meeting will be June 15 from 1:30-3:00 p.m.  Following that, the next meeting will be July 20 meting from 1:30-3.

The meeting adjourned at 2:28 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Jill Novik, Secretary
