WATOA Board Meeting - Retreat
--FINAL--

January 26, 2007
Present: Jill N (President), Chas H, Chris J, Ann S
Via Phone: Judy D, Marie S, Randy B, Mike C, Janice P

Guest: Victoria Lincoln, Assoc. of Washington 

Legislative Issues   (V. Lincoln)
V. Lincoln discussed 4 legislative issues
1. Verizon proposal.  House Bill 5592 & Senate Bill 1681

· Attorney Gen’l has hired Milt Dumick as Director of Government Relations

· Yohann Helman, Verizons lobbyists + 2 contract lobbyists

· Goal: to get pricing flexibility options working in east King Co. cities

· V wants bundled service package to be able to immediately change pricing without having to go through WA Utilities & Transportation Commission (WUTC)

· V weakness in telephone service.  Seniors & low income rely on basic phone (not internet). V doesn’t want to pay for a fortune phone service

· V not interested in joining Qwest in franchising bill

· (Jill N) V paying franchise fees with FIOS as along as nothing gets V out of paying franchise fees, City (Seattle) has no issue

· AWC staff asking Qwest “on the hill” to understand bill

2. Qwest – DSL

· V. Lincoln met with Tom Walker, Qwest 

· Q not happy with FCC changes

· Q is “business as usual” in Washington state

· Issue 1: Build Out Requirements: Q objects to any requirement for build out of any kind and told where to provide service

· Issue 2: Unfair fee.  Q feels it shouldn’t have to pay what Comcast paid

· Q feels locals are standing in way with franchise agreement

· No Qwest bill out there now but Q will press on.  Possible Q only working bill in Senate.  Cities need panelists when bill is on the floor.

· (Jill N) Seattle has given same message as AWC to Q

· What should cities do?

· Legislative Day (CLACK) Feb. 14-15

· Use AWC Fact Sheets:  #1 out now, #2 coming soon

· Use “Keep It Local” brochure (developed by Seattle/Jill N)

· Jill N and Victoria L to meet

3. FYI: for cities in the electricity business- Pole Attachment fee issue (consistency)

· Mason County legislator

· PUD vs. phone company

· Does not impact other cities

4. Senate Bill 5120 – Governor’s bill

· Require survey of broadband technology among households in state to find factors that prevent wide spread availability and encourage cost effectiveness

· Victoria L. talked with Governor’s office in December 2006

· What options do households have?  How much of state is being served by broadband technology.

· OTHER: 

· Deadline to introduce bill to the Policy Committee is 2/28/07 (except for Ways & Means and Transportation)

· Last day of Session is April 20

· Victoria Lincoln’s Email: victorial@awcnet.org
Treasurer Report  (Chas Hilton) 

· 2006 ending balance = $8,074.40
· 2007 proposed budget (attached)
· Amend legal from $2000 to $2500

· Discussed scholarship and decided to keep at $600

· Judy D to create a scholarship application/entry form

· Added $1,000 for WATOA support of NATOA conference (Portland, OR 2007)

· Jill N & Judy N working with organizing committee

· WATOA requested to support reception at national conference

· Discussion of gift basket donations

· WATOA members are encouraged to seek donations for businesses within jurisdiction

· MOTION: 1st by Judy D to approve proposed budget as amended. 2nd by Mike C.  Motion passed unanimously.
WATOA Workshops/Conference
· Usually higher attendance at workshops on west side.  Possibly have 1-day workshop on east side; conference on west side
· (Jill N) Mark Pease proposes to have “Dangers Threatening PEG” workshop at WTV in Olympia.  Mark willing to organize event.

· Janice P, Judy D, Chas H to assist

· Morning session: PEG

· Afternoon session: Legislation

· Proposed date: March 30

· Ann S to contact WUTC representative

· Chris J to contact City of Redmond for westside workshop

Membership Report (Chris Jaramillo)

· Membership on the rise
Website (Jill Novik)

· Jill N to add committee lists to website

· Notify Marie Stake (Secretary) with CC: to Jill N for any web update requests

Committees
· Legislative (Ad Hoc): Randy Beehler, Judy Devall
Bylaws
· Need to amend language as approved at the Yakima conference regarding position to represent geographical areas

· Chris J to send proposed text to board

Meeting Schedule

· Board meetings (teleconference calls), 2nd Wednesday/month at 1:30 – 3:00 p.m.
· Beginning Feb. 14, 2007

NATAO/FCC Order (Jill N.)
· Proposed FCC order: follow up to Notice of Proposed Competition Video Franchising rule.
· Pre-empt local franchise agreements

· Cap on fees

2007 PROPOSED BUDGET

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Actual

	2006 Balance forward
	8,074.40
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2007 Projected Revenue
	
	
	

	Dues
	3,800.00
	
	

	Conferences
	3,000.00
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total Projected Revenue
	
	14,874.40
	

	
	
	
	

	2007 Projected Expenses
	
	
	

	  Conferences
	3,000.00
	
	

	  AWC Registration
	600.00
	
	

	  Brian Wilson Scholarship
	600.00
	
	

	  Alliance for Community Media
	500.00
	
	

	  Future Account Reserves
	1,000.00
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Legislative:
	
	
	

	    NATOA 
	2,000.00
	
	 

	    Legal
	1,000.00
	
	 

	
	 
	
	 

	
	
	
	 

	Board Retreat
	50.00
	
	 

	
	
	
	 

	Board Meetings
	
	
	 

	  Conference Calls
	500.00
	
	 

	  Expenses
	500.00
	
	 

	
	
	
	 

	Printing
	850.00
	
	 

	Postage
	500.00
	
	 

	
	
	
	 

	Bank Charges
	50.00
	
	 

	
	
	
	

	Total Projected Expenses
	11,150.00
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Balance Forward
	
	
	 $                3,724.40 

	
	
	
	


approved 2/14/07

