DRAFT

MINUTES OF WATOA EXECUTIVE BOARD

December 21, 2004

Board Members Participating:  Carol Mathewson, David Kerr, Marlene Feist, Donna Mason, Chuck Lare, Chas Hilton, Judy Devall, Jill Novik, and Tony Perez.

Chair Mathewson called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m.
November 16 Minutes: 
Minutes were approved as written.  Subsequently, the Board reconsidered the motion and amended the minutes to reflect that the legislative hearing was not Cingular, and was a meeting, not a hearing.
Treasurer’s Report:  

The balance remains $5,255.00.  
Old Business: 
Eastern Washington workshop: Recommendations from the conference will be presented at the January, 2005 meeting.
Membership: It was agreed to mail the new brochure together with the notice for dues.  Chas will work with Chris Jaramillo and Brenda Fritz to get the mailing list as well as a list of new cities not currently members.
Legislature: Chas reported that the legislative wireless tower siting meeting was cancelled and that Victoria Lincoln does not see many hot buttons for 2005.
Elections: There was some discussion as to the clarity of how the slate is determined.  It was agreed to look at the by-laws to clarify the process.  It was also suggested, after working with these by-laws for some time, that an overall review in 2005 might be in order.

New Business:
Video streaming workshop: Bellevue will be hosting a workshop January 11 for WATOA and others interested in the topic.  Chuck suggested that WATOA develop an ongoing, regularly scheduled series of technology workshop as a way to increase visibility.
NextG: David asked if any other jurisdictions received applications from NextG.  He is concerned with a distributed antenna system which deploys antennae on utility poles strung with fiber, which runs signals back to a hub, and distributes back out from there to telephone networks or other carriers.  This type of system falls within the cracks of the State regulatory structure for telecommunications.  Currently, NextG is offering 5% gross revenue and asserting that they would be a radio communication service, not wireless, because they do not run or control the wireless that runs off their network.  The problem is how to classify this type of system and whether it can be franchised and gross revenue fees collected.  David will work with the Washington Municipal Attorneys’ Association and Tim Sullivan to help develop a WATOA position.  Chas and Tony will also work on the committee.

Taxation: Marlene announced that Spokane is looking at taxing satellite and will share their findings with the Board.  It was suggested that Marlene post a query to the NATOA website to see if anyone else does this and to include it in the WATOA newsletter.  Bellevue is also interested and is looking to see if a franchise is needed and whether they can charge 5% gross revenue fees.  It was suggested that WATOA develop a draft position paper on the subject.
Chuck said that Comcast wants to work with the State legislature to have tax parity with satellite.
The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Jill Novik, Secretary
