WATOA General Business Meeting Minutes

--FINAL--
August 23, 2006 
(NATOA Annual Conference, Orlando, Florida)
Present: Judy Devall (MidValley TV), Jill Novik (Seattle), Marie Stake (Woodinville), Chris Jaramillo (King Co.), Janet Jensen (Seattle), Marc Pease (Rainier Media), Carol Mathewson (Tacoma), Janice Perry (Kirkland), Janet Turpen (Comcast), Bill Oltman (Rainier Comm. Commission), Teresa Slosar (Tacoma), Cheryl Carlson (Tacoma), John Giamberso (Seattle), Petra Redchuk (Charter Comm.), Donna Mason (Vancouver) 
Call to order: 5:45 p.m.

Nomination Committee Report (Carol M)
· Committee: Carol M, Chris J, Chas Hilton
· Slate:  

· Prez: Jill Novik

· Vice Prez: Chas Hilton

· Secretary: Marie Stake

· Treasuer: OPEN

· District 1 (Bellingham), Dist. 3 (Olympic Peninsula): OPEN

· District 5 (Rainier): Sandy  Garrett
· District 7 (Spokane): Marlene Feist
· At Large: Janice Perry

· Past President: Judy Devall

· Contact Carol Mathewson with nominations.  

· By law proposed changes will appear on membership ballot

Vacancies on WATOA Committees
· Legislative and Membership committees need members.

Fall Workshop, October 19-20, Yakima Garden Hilton
· Forward your suggestions for topics and presenters to Randy Beehler
· D. Mason suggests more info on Qwest introducing a bill on statewide franchising

Request for WATOA sponsorship of Wi-Fi workshop on 9/13

The City of Seattle requested sponsorship support from WATOA for an upcoming workshop.  Due to timing of NATOA conference and WATOA fall conference and the need for more information, support is not recommended.

HR5252 Strategies/Updates
Issues: revenue loss, less partnership at local operator level, local is best to represent community needs

B. Oltman: Anticipate phone companies wanting state franchises.  WATOA needs to work with Victoria Lincoln, Assoc of Washington Cities (AWC) to message impacts to local government. Similar to what Michigan chapter did with AT&T.

J. Devall: Sent letters to legislators. No response received

D. Mason: Vancouver has lobbyist; requested Briefing Memo for Sen. Cantwell.  Focus on COPE bill
C. Jaramillo: (minimal?) impact to King County if legislation passes.  Issues: build out, universal service, rights-of-way, customer service, keep it local

C. Mathewson:  WATOA should create public service announcement to air on local stations and to update exiting right-of-way video for airing.

Financial Update:  

$11,139.25     balance

No deposits in transit

No outstanding checks.       
OTHER

2007 NATOA conference is in Portland, Oregon.   Oregon chapter seeks WATOA support of annual NATOA conference – possible “northwest theme” reception.  Motion: Oregon Planning Committee should submit a conference plan and all requests for WATOA support should be directed to WATOA President.  Motion passed.  WATOA should be solicit volunteers. Janice Perry (Kirkland) has volunteered. 
Judy Devall accepts AWC Legislative Committee appointment to Technology & Industry committee

Adjournment: 6:30 p.m.
Prepared by: Marie Stake, Secretary, WATOA, maries@ci.woodinville.wa.us 

Approved by Board 9/19/06 as amended.
DRAFT 09/13/06


